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Thoughts from the RVC 
By Clark Jones, RVC-9 

Memorial Day weekend was a great party in the form of the San 

Diego Mensa Regional Gathering (RG).  There were speakers on a 

variety of topics, ranging from an 

animal rescue group that brought in 

several animals, to some good 

comedians, with Mensan Richard 

Lederer giving an excellent 

presentation, and even some that 

were, well, “adults only” 

presentations.  The food in hospitality 

was very good, as one would expect 

with Joan Johnson in charge of it.  

The Games Room was well stocked, 

and even though I didn't spend a lot of 

time in it, I did enjoy the time I did 

spend there.  The highlight of any 

gathering, though, is getting to see old 

friends and meeting new ones.  

Congratulations to LaRae Bakerink and all of the volunteers from 

SDM who put on a great party. 

Speaking of great parties, I'm really looking forward to the 

upcoming Annual Gathering (AG) in Reno.  There's a one-day 

Colloquium scheduled for July 3, and I've signed up for that, and 

then the AG will run from July 4 through July 8.  I'm sure it's going 

to be another wonderful party, though I won't have as much time at 

the AG to attend the various things on the program as most people 

will.  You see, there's an AMC meeting one day, and the AMC 

members are expected to attend several other things during the AG.  

Indeed, it sometimes seems like there are two events happening 

simultaneously in the same hotel:  The AMC meeting and the AG.  

I certainly don't begrudge the time I spend on my AMC duties, but 

there are certain privileges to NOT being on the AMC! 

One thing that almost slipped into the proverbial crack on my 

desk was that the Assistant RVCs (along with the four appointed 

members of the AMC) only have one-year terms.  I am pleased to 

announce that LaRae Bakerink has agreed to serve another term as 

Assistant RVC-9, so I'm naming her to that position.  (It will be 

ratified at the AMC meeting in Reno.) 

A bit further out is another party.  Orange County Mensa is 

planning to have their RG on Labor Day weekend.  I've really 

enjoyed the OCM RGs that I've attended in the past, so I'm really 

looking forward to this one. 

Even further out is the Greater Phoenix Mensa RG scheduled for 

Thanksgiving weekend.  This will be another great party. 

Don't want to travel?  Don't want to wait months for a party?  

Take a look at the schedule elsewhere in this issue, and you'll see 

some things in your local group! 

mailto:editor@sandiegomensa.org
mailto:calendar@sandiegomensa.org
mailto:editor@sandiegomensa.org
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SWEEEET! 
San Diego Mensa Regional 

Gathering, Memorial Day 

Weekend, 2012 
By Nikki Frey 
 

It was a long, sweet weekend of programs, food, 

and camaraderie. A sampling of programs: 

Animal Ambassadors: “Wild Wonders” brought a 

miniature armadillo, grey fox, owl, opossum, and 

coatimundi to get up-close and personal—petting 

allowed! They have live interactive programs and 

tours. See Wildwonders.com.  

Thinking on Your Feet (Karl Albrecht): Practical 

Intelligence is a component of the emerging “multiple 

intelligence” model of human competence. It’s the 

ability to mobilize and apply your brain power in real 

situations. 

His website, KarlAlbrecht.com, says he believes the 

ability to “get along with people” is a kind of 

“intelligence.” He places Social Intelligence (S.I.) in 

the context of distinct intelligences: Abstract, Social, 

Practical, Emotional, Aesthetic, and Kinesthetic 

skills. 

S.I. is “a kind of strategic social awareness—and a 

set of skills for interacting successfully.” It includes 

Situational Radar (awareness), Presence (bearing), 

Authenticity (being perceived as honest), Clarity, and 

Empathy. 

His website also quotes Thomas Edison: “Five 

percent of the people think; ten percent think they 

think; and the other 

eighty-five percent would 

sooner die than think.”  

Karaoke: Erik Anderson 

(he came in 2nd in the 

trivia contest) 

David Winston, 

Mentalist:  

Entertainment on 

Saturday Night, David “reads minds and 

personalities.” (See DavidWinston.com.) 

He had an audience member open a book to any 

page and choose “a long word of 8 or 10 letters.” He 

then told us the word! (Since I go to the Magic Castle 

every week, I do a lot of guesswork on how these 

things are done.) 

The Art of Rope Bondage with 

Damien: included slides and 

live demonstration of the Art of 

Japanese and Western Rope 

Bondage. 

How Other Vertebrates Play, 

Adina Sobo: Do animals 

“play” (have non-purposeful behavior)? Is it mere 

anthropomorphism (attributing human traits to others) 

when talking about cats, dogs or otters playing?  

Adina showed pictures of animals engaged in 

romping and mock fighting. An audience member 

commented that even seeming “play” may actually 

serve a purpose: exercise, practicing coordination, 

bonding, or achieving pleasurable feeling.  

Trivia Quiz, Jim Lewis & Barbara Lytle: Try these 

sample questions (answers at end of the article). 

1. In what city is the Alamo? 

2. Name the original 5 Beach Boys. 

3. Name the traveling fortune teller Dorothy meets 

early in The Wizard of Oz. 

4. What element has atomic No. 3? 

5. In what country is Timbuktu?  

Fabulous Mai Tai Party  

Sunday night, with the 

Goddess Kristine (note the 

owl ice holder). 

 

Continued on Page 4 
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Frey, continued from Page 3 

 

Hat Contest: 

On Friday night, 

prizes for the 

most elegant, 

coolest saying 

on a ball cap, 

etc. 

Old London 

with Bill 

Plachy: Romans 

were in England 

43-410 AD, and 

built the earliest city where they could cross the 

Thames at low tide. However, the area flooded so 

they set up a colony to the east called Londinium.  

Bill showed us slides of whorehouse tokens used 

about 100-200 AD. The tokens featured drawings of 

the various services, because not everyone spoke the 

same language.  

See the cover drawing of Prince Philip (the 

Queen’s husband) by this article’s author. 

Transgender Experience: Norma (formerly 

Norman) Posy is a retired engineer/physicist who 

transitioned from male to female in 2006.  

Norma says “My natural feminine behaviors 

disturbed my parents, who were bible-thumping 

drunks.” She takes hormones, but elected not to 

undergo surgery mainly because of her age (78). 

Website: norma-posy.com. 

Other programs included The Ocean Jewels of 

Baja, Malignant Medical Myths, Financial Shift 

Happens, and Apocalypse When?  

____________________ 

Answers to trivia questions: 

1. San Antonio 

2. Brian, Carl and Dennis Wilson, their cousin, Mike 

Love, and friend Al Jardine 

3. Professor Marvel 

4. Lithium 

5. Mali 

Best Published Book 
Michael Gerhardt 

Newton Square, PA 

"Black Pawn" 

 

Best Unpublished Novel  
Jeff Burd 

Gurnee, IL 

"A Familiar Problem,  

A Familiar Face" 

 

Best Essay 
Gerard T Brooker 

Bethel, CT 

"The Day That Changed My Life" 

 

Best Short Story 
Belinda Torres-Mary 

Aurora, CO 

"Of Reclamations" 

Best Poetry 
Sherilyn Lee 

Burbank, CA 

"Defying Gravity" 

 

Best Musical Performer 
Mike Moran 

North Fort, FL 

"The End of a Love Affair" 

 

Best Songwriter 
Bob Niccum 

Buena Park, CA 

"When Her Teacher Smiles" 

 

Best Songwriter/Performer 
Theodore E Kowalczuk  

(Ted Czuk) 

Springfield, OR 

"Pull Me From the Rubble" 

Best Black/White Photography 
Grant Palmer 

Burbank, CA 

"Crystal & Mordecai" 

 

Best Black/White Photography 

(Youth) 
Lilly Greenberg Call 

Carlsbad, CA 

"Avalon" 

San Diego Mensa Creative uRGe Awards 

Contest Winners for 2012 



 

 SAN DIEGO MENSAN | JULY 2012 | vol. 49 no. 7    5 

CITIZEN BUD 

We are All Stupid Vampires & Werewolves 
By Bud Klueck 

One of the most successful 

franchises in American popular 

culture is the Twilight series. One 

of the principal subplots of the 

series is the ongoing conflict 

between vampires and 

werewolves. 

The conflict is most intense 

between two of the three main 

characters, Edward the vampire 

and Jacob the werewolf. They 

spend much of their time 

contesting for the attention of the 

other main character, the sensitive 

heroine Bella. 

Each of the named character 

combatants has several fellow 

vampires or werewolves that 

support them. Millions of young 

Americans also have taken sides 

and have enlisted themselves as 

components of "Team Edward" or 

"Team Jacob." 

The pop culture phenomenon 

seems to be rather harmless 

although very involving of our 

young people. The involvement of 

our youth, in Team Edward or 

Team Jacob, helps focus their 

attention on what the culture 

wishes to have them value and 

surrender—their money. 

Unfortunately, US politics has 

more in common with the Twilight 

series than what politics is 

supposed to be—debate about 

public policy. Politics has always 

had an element of show; however, 

in the present age there is little 

else. 

While I am not suggesting a 

conspiracy theory about this, the 

present “team” consciousness 

clearly does help powerful 

elements of this country. 

Like our youngsters, we 

cooperate by organizing ourselves 

into our own grown-up "Team 

Edwards" and "Team Jacobs," 

which for grown-ups are the 

polarized Republicans and 

Democrats. 

Tribal consciousness and 

loyalty is deep in our evolutionary 

psyche. However, current culture 

has succeeded in substituting tribal 

loyalty for substantive political 

debate so necessary to our republic 

and its flourishing. 

Tribal loyalty causes us to be 

blind to spectacularly obvious 

failures or problems from our 

"team."  

For example, "Team Reps" 

were not particularly upset when 

we invaded Iraq because they 

possessed WMDs—which did not 

exist. On the other hand, "Team 

Dems" seem oblivious that their 

signature acknowledgment, the 

Social Security System, will 

eventually run out of money 

because people are living much 

longer than they did in the 1930s 

when the system was designed. 

Being on a team or tribe causes 

one to be insensitive to the failures 

of the leader of your team--be it 

"Team Jacob" or "Team Mitt" or 

be it "Team Edward" or "Team 

Barack." The inability to solve, or 

even address, the chronic problems 

plaguing our nation is due to our 

addiction to tribal loyalty—rather 

than critical thinking. 

So much of our adult 

population, like our teenagers, is 

manipulated into a tribal 

identification which largely stops 

critical thinking. If you ponder it, 

modern youth should not 

rationally be attracted to 

identifying with vampires or 

werewolves. However, they do 

because it is supported by their 

culture.  

Bud Klueck is San Diego Mensa’s 

Ombudsman and Editor, and wears 

many professional hats, including 

Adjunct Professor, attorney, 

mediator, Superior Court Judge Pro 

Tempore, and mental health/therapy 

student. 

SCOTT ADAMS: THE DILBERT PRINCIPLE 

You can short-circuit the two or three neurons that people use for common sense by appealing to their 
greed. Nothing defines humans better than their willingness to do irrational things in the pursuit of 
phenomenally unlikely payoffs. This is the principle behind lotteries, dating, and religion. 

JUNE POSY PUZZLE ANSWER: 
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But I Digress... 
By Bill Plachy 

Once upon a time there was a 

man who liked to mutilate rats. As 

you might expect, he was German. 

Not that he was some proto-Nazi, 

mind you. He was just a good, 

solid, merciless, German scientist, 

trying to make a point. 

August Weismann was an 

evolutionary biologist, back in the 

19th century, when the actual 

mechanisms of inheritance and 

evolution, genes, were unknown. 

And if you don’t know how a 

mechanism works, you can hardly 

say what it can’t do. 

Specifically, Weismann, a 

good, orthodox Darwinian, didn’t 

have a good way to debunk the  

neo-Lamarckians who were 

cropping up. Lamarckians claimed 

that experiences in life could be 

passed down to offspring. The 

favorite example is the idea that 

generations of giraffes stretching 

up to reach leaves soon resulted in 

animals with very long necks.  

The operative word there is 

“soon.” If the Lamarckians were 

right, then evolution didn’t have to 

be a matter of eons but 

generations. In effect, each 

generation would impact the 

mutations of its descendants. 

Now Weismann hated this 

idea. But without genetics, how 

could he prove what dummkopfs 

the neo-Lamarckians were? 

Enter the rats. 

Weismann took 68 mice and 

cut off their tails. When they had 

offspring, he cut off their tails. 

And when they had offspring... 

For five generations. A total of 

901 offspring. And none of them 

were born tailless. In fact, none of 

them even had shorter tails. 

By most standards, this is a 

pretty ridiculous experiment. And I 

will always suspect that was 

precisely Weismann’s intention. 

From then on, whenever the 

Lamarckians spoke, someone 

would be sure to ask, “Yeah, but 

what about those rats?” And 

everyone would giggle. 

Actually, he had a much 

better, longer-term experiment he 

knew about, but in his Victorian 

age, it just couldn’t be used: had 

Jewish males lost their foreskins? 

Some Lamarckians actually 

claimed that there were Jewish 

males born without foreskins, but 

obtaining empirical evidence was 

simply unthinkable. 

So he was left with his rats. 

And through many 

generations of scientists, through 

the discovery of genes and the 

deciphering of DNA, they have 

cited the Weismann Barrier. 

Anything that happens to an 

individual that doesn’t affect the 

DNA in the germline cells dies 

with that individual. We can only 

pass along mutations in our DNA 

to our offspring. 

And yet... 

In the winter of 1944/1945, 

the Netherlands experienced a 

completely manmade famine. The 

Allies had taken southern Holland, 

but stalled. After the north tried to 

help the Allies, the Germans 

imposed an embargo on food 

imports. Thousands of people died. 

Those who survived showed all the 

medical effects of starvation. 

Life was especially hard on 

women who were pregnant. As 

expected, they gave birth to low-

weight babies who were to suffer 

many chronic conditions 

throughout their lives. What was 

not expected was that their 

children, too, were smaller than 

average. Without any detectable 

genetic change, the experiences of 

their grandmothers had affected 

them. 

What the heck is going on here? 

Think about this: We all 

started out as an undifferentiated 

fertilized egg, a zygote. We like to 

think of it as a simple container for 

a new organism’s DNA. But it is 

actually more than that. 

How does that single package 

of DNA, as it divides and re-

divides, know how to destine one 

cell line to become a hand and 

another to become a liver? In other 

words, if all those divisions were 

simply creating perfect copies of 

our original DNA, no 

specialization would be possible. 

We would simply be a blob of 

undifferentiated cells. 

Or think about this: If 

identical twins start out as identical  

 

Continued on Page 7 

Bill is a historian, retired physicist and 

engineer, and exotic animal lover. 

(Pictured with a Fennec Fox.) 



 

 SAN DIEGO MENSAN | JULY 2012 | vol. 49 no. 7    7 

Plachy, Continued from Page 6 

DNA copies, and if they both go 

through identical processes of 

differentiation, how come 

“identical” twins aren’t? They may 

look the same to us, and they may 

come up as perfect matches in a 

DNA test, but they are different 

people with different natural 

abilities and different 

susceptibilities to diseases and such. 

The key lies in the fact that 

genes can be turned on and off. 

That genes have to express 

themselves to be useful. The 

control mechanisms that regulate 

gene expression can alter the 

organism without tampering with 

the basic genome in any way. And 

those mechanisms are, themselves, 

subject to external modifications. 

The non-DNA changes occur 

because the germ cell doesn’t 

simply get a naked DNA 

molecule. Other stuff comes along.  

For example: A naked DNA 

molecule would be 1.8 meters long 

and pretty useless. Instead, DNA 

is wrapped around protein spools 

called histones.  And it is the 

physical manner in which DNA is 

spun around these protein spools 

that determines whether or with 

what intensity specific genes are 

expressed. Both maternal and 

paternal histones get passed to  

the zygote. 

Point here is that maternal and 

paternal events, like starvation, 

can affect the molecular tools we 

pass onto our children. Just how 

that happens, whether it is 

heritable, and if that inheritance 

can be trans-generational, lies in 

the field of epigenetics: The study 

of changes in gene expression that 

are not caused by changes in the 

DNA. 

The effects on the Holland 

children were trans-generational, 

but not permanent. Succeeding 

generations have gotten bigger. It 

appears to be a transitory response 

to a transitory problem. 

Evolutionary biologists will 

tell you that natural selection 

occurs when there is some major 

change in the environment, like an 

Ice Age. The rest of the time 

mutations are not favored and fade 

away after a few generations. Kind 

of a neat system to keep organisms 

stable until real, long-term change 

is needed. 

But what about short term 

changes in the environment? How 

do we respond to them? Imagine 

that the Dutch famine had been 

due to some catastrophic 

environmental changes that only 

lasted a few generations. It would 

be very useful under those 

circumstances for people to get 

smaller for a few generations and 

then revert to a larger size when 

things stabilized again.  

Could it be that epigenetics is 

really a natural mechanism we 

have to survive short term 

disasters? 

How remarkably Lamarckian. 

June 12, 2011 
By Matthew Brady, Secretary 

Board meeting called to order at 7:00 PM with 
Paige Faulker (MENSA national Membership 
Director), Dave Bowles, Margie Bowles, Jarrod 
Overson, LaRae Bakerink, Robert Bitto, Joan 
Johnson, and Matthew Brady present. 

Agenda approved unanimously. Previous 
meetings minutes approved unanimously. 

No reports from the Ombudsman. 

Gifted Youth Coordinator is requesting a 
private url with a parents section that non-
Mensa parents can access for information and 
discussion. A lot of summer events are on the 
way, be on the look out in the newsletter and 
bulletins.  

Scholarship Chair report pending. 

 

 

Webmaster reports 289 users on website, 
501 eMENSAN (Over 60% of members!), 74 
SDMensa e-mails.  

Treasurer reports show a good profit from the 
2012 RG. 

The RG had a turn out of over 130 people & 
18 of them already signed up for next year! 

Testing Coordinator reports that we tested 11 
candidates in May. 

Database Coordinator reports that we have 
856 current members with 8 New members! 

 New Business: San Diego Mensa 
Scholarship for next year will be $1,000.  

The next board meeting will be July 2nd at 
Khan’s Cave Tavern & Grill. 

 Meeting was adjourned at 7:57 PM. 

San Diego Mensa Board Meeting 
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CALENDAR                                                              JULY 2012 

All Mensa members are implicitly 

invited to all events listed in our 

calendar. Calendar Codes: BFA = 

Barrier Free Access; CAT = Cat(s) 

present; CF = Cat free; DOG = Dog

(s) present; SO = Smoking Outside; 

OPEN = Open to non-Mensans; TG = 

Thomas Guide Map Code. 

 

Announcements 

GIFTED CHILDREN EVENTS 

Contact  

Giftedchild@sandiegomensa.org . 

 

First Monday, the 2nd 

PRE-BOARDING DINNER, 6:00 PM 

At Khan's Cave Grill & Tavern. See 

Board Meeting entry. 

BOARD MEETING, 7:00 PM 

At Khan's Cave Grill & Tavern, 9350 

Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, 

(858) 279-9799. It’s on the NW 

corner of Clairemont Mesa Blvd, and 

Ruffin Road. TG 1249-E1. Info: 

Jarrod Overson,  

president@sandiegomensa.org . 

 

First Tuesday, the 3rd 

BRIDGE, 7:00 PM 

Friendly duplicate bridge every 

Tuesday. Bring a snack (optional). 

RSVP by the previous Sunday to 

confirm a seat and for location. Info/

Dir: Ralph Baty, (858) 453-3358. 

 

First Thursday, the 5th 

KEARNY MESA LUNCH, 11:45 AM 

At the Spice House, 9035 Clairemont 

Mesa Blvd., SD, TG 1249-D1. The 

Spice House is a restaurant in the 

“Denny’s” style, on the southeast 

corner of Complex Drive and 

Clairemont Mesa Blvd., one block 

east of Hwy. 163. Info: Bob 

Tutelman, (858) 566-2335, 

rtutelman@san.rr.com . 

DEADLINE FOR THE MENSAN, 11:59 

PM 

Send materials to 

editor@sandiegomensa.org. 

CALENDAR DEADLINE, 11:59 PM 

Entries should be one hundred words 

or less, including date, time, title, 

location, Thomas Bros. map code, 

description, directions (optional), 

contact name and phone or E-mail, 

and calendar codes. Calendar entries 

will be abridged as necessary to fit 

available space. Calendar Codes: See 

the list elsewhere on the calendar 

page. Submit items to 

calendar@sandiegomensa.org . 

 

First Friday, the 6th 

FRIDAY LUNCH, 11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM 

At Fuddruckers, in the Grossmont 

Shopping Center. TG 1270-J1 Info/

Dir: Walt Thomas, (619) 465-5416. 

FIRST FRIDAY FUN, 5:00 TO 7:00 PM 

Happy Hour in Shooters, at the 

Sheraton La Jolla Hotel, 3299 

Holiday Court, La Jolla, TG 1228-A3. 

Dir: I-5 to La Jolla Village Drive, 

west to first light (Villa La Jolla), left 

on VLJ, first left is Villa Norte/

Holiday Court. Drive to end to hotel. 

We’ll be in the bar, just off the main 

lobby, or on the patio. Info: Bill 

Plachy, (760) 741-9700, 

plachy@cox.net . 

 

First Saturday, the 7th 

MENSA GROUP CYCLING FOR FUN AND 

FITNESS, 8:30 AM 

Group cycling is a great way to 

become fit and have fun. Oriented 

towards beginners and casual cyclists. 

Bring any type of bike, body, and 

helmet. We will briefly discuss group 

cycling techniques. The length and 

duration of the ride is based upon the 

abilities and desires of those present. 

Meet at 8:30 AM every Saturday in 

front of UC Cyclery 

(www.UCCyclery.com) at La Jolla 

Village Square - 8715 Villa La Jolla 

Drive, La Jolla, CA 92037 (Nobel at  

I-5, TG 1228-A3). This "D" ride is 

being done along with the San Diego 

Bicycle Club. Info: Bruce Stromko, 

(619) 365-5422, or Dick Rohmann,  

H (858) 483-5019, C (858) 518-4872. 

SHARP WOMEN, 2:00 PM 

Dark this month. 

 

Second Sunday, the 8th 

2ND SUNDAY BAGEL BRUNCH, 10:00 

AM TO NOON 

Cream cheese, smoked salmon, fruit, 

juice, etc. At the home of Charles L. 

Short, 617 Maze Glen, Escondido, 

TG 1150-C4. There is intelligent life 

in North County Inland. 

Contributions of food, drink or money 

are cheerfully accepted, but not 

required. Dir: Take Hwy 15 to Via 

Rancho Pkwy, go east to Beethoven 

Drive and the Sonata Homes, turn 

right and go up the hill to the 1st 

right, Concerto Glen. This will be the 

gate to the Allegro Community. 

Phone 030 from the gate and I will 

open the gate. Make an immediate 

left, 2nd house on the right. Info: 

Charles L. Short, (760) 741-8382; 

clshort@cox.net . SO, OPEN, BFA. 

 

Second Tuesday, the 10th 

BRIDGE, 7:00 PM 

See first Tuesday. 

 

Second Thursday, the 12th 

KEARNY MESA LUNCH, 11:45 AM 

See first Thursday. 

 

Second Friday, the 13th 

FRIDAY LUNCH, 11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM 

See first Friday. 

GEN X/GEN Y SIG 

Info: Benjamin Walker, (619) 871-8895 

or join our Facebook page at http://

tinyurl.com/SDYoungMs 

mailto:Giftedchild@sandiegomensa.org?subject=Gifted%20Youth%20Activities
mailto:president@sandiegomensa.org?subject=Board%20Meeting
mailto:rtutelman@san.rr.com?subject=Kearny%20Mesa%20lunch
mailto:editor@sandiegomensa.org
mailto:calendar@sandiegomensa.org
mailto:plachy@cox.net?subject=1st%20Friday%20Fun
http://www.UCCyclery.com
mailto:clshort@cox.net?subject=Bagel%20Brunch
http://tinyurl.com/SDYoungMs
http://tinyurl.com/SDYoungMs
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Second Saturday, the 14th 

BIKING, 8:30 AM 

See first Saturday. 

MENSA TESTING, 10:00 AM TO NOON 

726 Elm Avenue, Chula Vista, 91910. 

For more information and to RSVP, 

please contact jwjsd@aol.com or call 

(619) 476-1738. 

GAMES NIGHT, TBA 

This every-2nd-Saturday event 

attracts a large, happy group of people 

who love to play games or just talk. 

Please call early for directions. Info/

Dir: Ralph Baty, (858) 453-3358. 

 

Third Sunday, the 15th 

BI-COUNTY (OC/SD) CROQUET, 

CRUMPETS, AND TEA, 3:00 PM 

We're dark this month. Instead, join 

us on Saturday afternoon, July 28,  

to help celebrate Baja LasVegastan 

Independence Day,  

tomstreeter.com/celebrate.html . 
 

Third Tuesday, the 17th 

SEE A MOVIE WITH BONNI AND SUE, 

EARLY EVENING 

Call one of us for the movie's name, 

show time and place.  We are now 

going to La Jolla Village Cinemas at 

8879 Villa La Jolla Dr., La Jolla.  We 

meet for dinner first at TGI Friday's at 

8801 Villa La Jolla Drive (same 

shopping center). Info/Dir: Sue 

Klinger, (858)450-5228, Bonni 

Cogan,(760)767-4339. 

BRIDGE, 7:00 PM 

See first Tuesday. 

 

Third Thursday, the 19th 

KEARNY MESA LUNCH, 11:45 AM 

See first Thursday. 

 

Third Friday, the 20th 

FRIDAY LUNCH, 11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM 

See first Friday. 

ORIENTATION FOR NEW MEMBERS, 

7:00 PM 

New, inactive, and transferred 

members are invited to learn how the 

group works and make a few new 

friends before the party begins at 

7:30. Dir: See entry for 7:30 PM. 

Info: Dave Bowles, 

MemberServices@sandiegomensa.org . 

NEWCOMERS AND OLDTIMERS 

PARTY, 7:30 PM 

SUMMER SALAD SAMPLER, and 

we'll fire up the BBQ too. Send Joan 

your favorite exotic salad recipe a 

week ahead, to add to the array, and 

we'll eat all that healthy stuff before 

attacking the chocolate and ice cream 

left from the RG!  $5 at the door, 

except first-timers and kids under 12. 

726 Elm Avenue, Chula Vista. Info/

Dir: Joan at 619-476-1738. SO, 

wheelchair access, child friendly. 

 

Third Saturday, the 21st 

BIKING, 8:30 AM 

See first Saturday. 

 

Fourth Tuesday, the 24th 

BRIDGE, 7:00 PM 

See first Tuesday. 

 

Fourth Thursday, the 26th 

KEARNY MESA LUNCH, 11:45 AM 

See first Thursday. 

 

Fourth Friday, the 27th 

FRIDAY LUNCH, 11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM 

See first Friday. 

POKER NIGHT, 6:30 PM 

Food, fun, and cards. At the home of 

Rich Lederer and Simone van Egeren. 

10034 Mesa Madera Drive, San 

Diego. Now STARTING at 7pm, 

arrive 6:30pm. Everyone welcome, 

from beginners to experts. Social fun, 

Texas Hold 'em tournament play. 

Please bring snacks and/or drinks to 

share, and chairs. Info/Dir: Donovan 

Meyers at donovan@mail.com or 

(858) 761-6557. 

 

Fourth Saturday, the 28th 

BIKING, 8:30 AM 

See first Saturday. 

BAJA LASVEGASTAN INDEPENDENCE 

DAY CELEBRATION, 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Because of space limitations, you’ll 

need to go here: http://

tomstreeter.com/celebrate.html , for 

all the info, or call The Benevolent 

Dictator. You know you want to 

attend. You really do. Info: 

Benevolent Dictator Tom,  

(949) 488-3707. 

 

FUTURE FLASHES!!! 

Upcoming Newcomers: 

Volunteers, please contact 

Benjamin Walker,  

(619) 871-8895, 

activities@sandiegomensa.org .   

mailto:jwjsd@aol.com?subject=Testing
http://tomstreeter.com/celebrate.html
mailto:MemberServices@sandiegomensa.org?subject=Newcomers%20party
mailto:donovan@mail.com?subject=Poker%20Night
http://tomstreeter.com/celebrate.html
http://tomstreeter.com/celebrate.html
mailto:activities@sandiegomensa.org?subject=Newcomers%20volunteer
http://www.ocmensarg2012.com/
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             By Richard Lederer and Caroline McCullagh 

 
San Diego Mensans Richard Lederer and Caroline McCullagh are the proud parents of a bouncing 

baby book, American Trivia: What We All Should Know About U.S. History, Culture & Geography 

(Gibbs Smith Publisher, 2012). Over a span of three years, the co-authors will share with you their 

journey through American history. 

The Supreme Law of Our Land 

The doors and windows of Independence Hall in 

Philadelphia are closed, protecting the men from the 

curiosity of those passing by outside. Not a breath of 

air stirs through the room. Flies buzz in lazy circles. 

The temperature is eighty-seven and the humidity is 

high. Sweat beads on faces.  

All around, pairs of men sit at small tables. Some 

write. The soft scratches of their quill pens disturb 

neither the concentration of those who sit and think 

nor those who chat with their neighbors. All stop 

what they’re doing and turn toward the front of the 

room as the president of the convention stands. 

George Washington begins to speak. “Gentlemen, let 

us continue with our discussion. Dr. Franklin, I 

believe you have the floor.” 

If only we could have been 

there to experience that 

important milestone in the 

creation of our nation. The 

Constitutional Convention 

seems so static when we read 

about it. In fact, it was alive 

with passionate debate as the 

delegates hammered out the 

details of our future. By mid 

June 1787,  it became clear 

that, rather than amending the 

existing Articles of Confederation, forged in 1781 to 

establish a federal government, the convention would 

build an entirely new frame of government.  

Central government versus states' rights; small state 

versus large state; slaveholding state versus free state; 

how to handle public debt, tax collection, trade, and 

law and order; relationships with foreign 

governments and with our own Native Americans—

all these controversies had to be addressed. The result 

was a model of cooperative statesmanship and 

creative compromise.  

Fifty-six men attended the Constitutional 

Convention, representing Connecticut, Delaware, 

Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 

New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, 

Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Virginia. Rhode 

Island chose not to send delegates. 

The Convention began May 25, 1787. On 

September 17, 39 of the men in attendance signed our 

Constitution. Washington, as president of the 

convention, signed first. Then came the 

representatives of the various states. They understood 

the importance of what they had wrought, forging a 

document that begins: “We the people of the United 

States, in order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide 

for the common defense, promote the general welfare, 

and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 

our posterity, do ordain and establish this 

Constitution for the United 

States of America.” 

On December 7, 1787, 

Delaware became the first 

state to ratify the 

Constitution; On June 21, 

1788, New Hampshire 

became the ninth. The 

Constitution was now the 

law of the land. 

The Constitution of the 

United States is the oldest 

written constitution in use in the world. Although we 

have amended the document twenty-seven times, we 

the people of the United States have never found it 

necessary to call for a second Constitutional 

Convention in all the years since. 

Over the years, the engrossed parchment on which 

the Constitution is inscribed lived in several different 

places. In 1952, our Constitution was driven in an 

armored tank under military guard from the Library 

of Congress to the National Archives, where it 

remains in a shrine in the rotunda, alongside the 

Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. 
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Skipper AL 
Balls! Part Five 
By Al Bell 

Part five in the  saga of Lt. 

Moore, CO on the Sumner  

County, continued from  

June 2012. 

 
"Only a seaman realizes to what 

great extent an entire ship reflects the 

personality and ability of one 

individual, her Commanding 

Officer... A ship at sea is a different 

world in herself, and in consideration 

of the protracted and distant 

operations of the fleet units, the Navy 

must place great power, 

responsibility and trust in the hands 

of those leaders chosen for 

command…”  Joseph Conrad 

 

Acts of a malicious nature on the 

Sumner became all too common. 

Crewmembers today credit the junior 

officers with insulating and shielding 

them from the harshest aspects of LT 

Moore’s behavior. Constant 

humiliation, often in public, was the 

order of the day for the officers. Yet 

with all this going on, some petty 

officers had no knowledge that the 

officers were typically at war with the 

CO and XO. The officers acted as 

true leaders and restrained themselves 

from taking their frustrations out on 

the crew with unreasonable orders. 

Several key petty officer positions 

like the hospital corpsman and 

yeoman had constant contact with the 

Captain and XO during daily 

shipboard management and ship 

evolutions from Sea and Anchor 

Details and General Quarters –“battle 

stations” to beaching under what 

amounted to combat conditions. The 

captain was well known and highly 

regarded for his ship handling skills, 

but he was also known for literally 

going nuts on the bridge during 

various evolutions. Working close to 

the Captain during these ship 

evolutions was so stressful that it was 

necessary to rotate sound powered 

telephone talkers on the bridge. The 

ship’s leading yeoman, personnelman, 

and personnelman striker shared the 

position during drills and maneuvers. 

If the phone talker didn’t repeat the 

captain’s orders perfectly, he could 

find himself thrown off the bridge and 

his phones ripped from his head. 

These young sailors were not aware 

that this was not standard Navy 

procedure. 

A charming example of the 

shielding of the crew from the CO’s 

ire is given by one former sailor:  

“…while everybody was sleeping 

trying to get some rest [after an 

excessive number of GQ drills] were 

over for the evening. I was making 

my rounds [as Sounding Security 

Watch], and was down in the port 

shaft alley checking the water level in 

the stern packing collection area. We 

had a garden hose hooked up to a 

suction line to remove this water. For 

some reason I don't know, I chose to 

put the hose over the shaft, and it got 

caught on the shaft and pulled it out 

of my hands and wrapped itself 

around the shaft. Here was twenty 

feet of hose spinning around in the 

alley beating the hell out of the 

bulkhead and catwalk, and making 

one hell of a noise. I was really scared 

and did not know what to do. So I 

went to Mr. Simonitsch’s (the 

Engineering Officer and, later, XO) 

stateroom and…told him what I had 

done, and what was going on with the 

shaft and garden hose…. He thought 

for a minute and it seemed like a 

lifetime. He told me that he did not 

want to wake up the old man because 

there would be hell to pay and all 

kinds of paperwork. So he came up a 

with great plan that would work, if I 

assured him that I could get the hose 

off of the shaft. He told me to go back 

down in the alley and wait for a GQ 

drill, and the first order he said [the 

engine] would go to [would be] stop 

and then full reverse…at that time I 

was to remove the hose and…go to 

my GQ station. So I went down in the 

alley and waited…. Finally the alarm 

went off, and the shaft stopped and … 

went into reverse, I got the hose free, 

and [ran] to my GQ station, which 

was on the mess decks. No one knew 

what had happened and I was damn 

sure not going to tell anybody 

because I did not want the crew 

pissed at me for ruining their first 

night off. So I want to Thank Mr. 

Simonitsch for covering my ass and 

keeping me from a Captain Mast. For 

sure, that is where I would have been 

if the old man had found out that 

evening what really had happened.” 

Despite such brave shielding, the 

crew could not help noticing that the 

CO, for example, would have the 

ship’s jeep washed with fresh water 

when the crew was prevented from  

showering due to a perceived water 

shortage. Also, some could not escape 

his direct wrath and soon reacted with 

misbehavior and sabotage. 

Incidents began occurring in Subic 

Bay in the Philippines. The ship had 

stopped there before proceeding to 

Vietnam before I had reported on 

board. At a softball game ashore the 

crew was drinking beer. One of the 

“Skipper Al” Bell is a retired naval 

officer, who is also retired from a 

second career as a businessman. He 

resides in Mission Valley with his wife, 

Marla. 
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sailors, a radarman petty officer RD3 

Windorski, smuggled the remaining 

beer on the ship in the bag that 

contained the athletic gear. In an 

empty troop berthing space he 

continued the drinking. He then began 

a trip through the crew berthing 

spaces along the port side of the ship. 

Seeing that Windorski was drunk, 

crew members decided to have a little 

fun by getting him even drunker. 

The consumption of alcohol on 

board U.S. Navy vessels had been 

prohibited by Secretary of the Navy 

Josephus Daniels in 1914, and the 

order was scrupulously and 

universally obeyed. However, as a 

consequence of LT Moore’s brand of 

leadership, not only had there arisen a 

general contempt for rules and 

regulations, but people were 

beginning to act out in response to the 

tension. In every berthing space crew 

members began handing Radarman 

Windorski bottles of hard liquor – 

cherry brandy, Jamaica rum, whiskey, 

etc. He was chugging the booze. 

Despite his iron control of the crew, 

LMM had no idea that they were 

flouting Navy rules by smuggling 

alcohol on board. 

When Windorski staggered into the 

messdecks in the after part of the 

ship, he was out of his mind. Crew-

members were eagerly assembled to 

watch the film Cleopatra, which was 

only about four years old then, the 

newest film making the circuit of the 

fleet. As Windorski stumbled on the 

scene, it was announced that there 

would be no movie, for there was no 

qualified projector operator aboard. 

Windorski lost all self-control and 

began shouting obscenities about the 

conditions on the ship. Another petty 

officer decided to guide Windorski to 

the “movie officer,” ENS Weber, who 

had this title among his collateral 

duties. En route a more senior petty 

officer, and then a chief petty officer, 

attempted to stop Windorski before he 

got himself into serious trouble. Their 

efforts failed, for Windorski was a big 

strong guy who easily fought his way 

past them. 

Guided to Mr. Weber’s stateroom, 

Windorski began angrily shouting in 

the face of the officer about the 

conditions on the ship and the lack of 

a movie operator. Attired only in his 

underwear, Mr. Weber began 

shouting back and pointing his finger 

at Windorski. The petty officer 

immediately punched the officer – a 

court-martial offence. 

In the resulting special court-

martial, I was assigned to act as 

defense counsel (in those days before 

formation of the Navy JAG Corps 

there was no requirement that the 

defense counsel in a special court-

martial be a lawyer). My defense was 

that Petty Officer Windorski was in a 

state of “ambulatory stupefaction” 

such that he was incapable of 

formulating a specific intent to strike 

an officer. Mr. Weber was not in 

uniform, Windorski had been brought 

to the stateroom, and his mindless 

actions were the result of intoxication 

combined with a temporarily 

uncontrollable emotional reaction to 

the abominable conditions existing on 

the ship. 

It was dangerous for me, a newly 

reported officer, to denounce openly 

the conditions on the ship and to 

reveal to the world that there was 

massive abuse of the regulations 

governing alcohol under LT Moore. 

However, I had no choice if I were to 

present a thorough defense. LT 

Moore was the convening authority 

for the court-martial, and, as such, 

had to review and approve the court-

martial transcript before it was 

forwarded to higher authority. 

Fortunately for me–and Windorski–I 

had no intention of making a career of 

the Navy. In another nineteen months 

when my obligation was up, I would 

be submitting my letter of resignation. 

How bad could he make life for me? I 

gave the defense my best shot and 

pulled no punches when it came to 

calling numerous witnesses to the 

drinking and dysfunctional shipboard 

leadership. 

Windorski was, nevertheless, 

found guilty by the court-martial 

board of ship’s company officers, 

who knew very well what had really 

happened. However, the appellate 

court in reviewing the case, made a 

specific finding that Petty Officer 

Windorski had been skillfully and 

ably defended. LT Moore was pleased 

by that and called me into his cabin to 

show me that line in the appellate 

decision. Windorski was sentenced to 

a reduction in rate and three months 

in the brig. He was released early and 

his rate was eventually restored. He 

was a good man when sober. 

Editor’s Note: Fifth in a series that 

will be continued over the next few 

issues. 

New Members 
Lynne Avery 

Carlos Diaz De Leon 

Max Gouvalaris 

Sabrina Richardson 

Welcome to  

San Diego 
Courtney Abbott 

Brian Filarsky 

Jongsun Park 

Mona Zemsky 

Welcome Back 
Suellen Brown 

Louis Bruno 

Kristin McCann 

Joseph McNally 

Edward Pierce 

Bonita Woods 

Rest in Peace 
Dorothy Martin 

Correction and 

Apologies to 

Beth Ann Baniadam!  
 

Due to an error in the Mensa 

records, she had been 

reported as deceased. We are 

happy to report that is false! 
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To the Editor: 

I am curious about an item on page 7 of the June Mensan,  in 

the article, "San Diego Mensa Board Meeting May 7, 2012." 

The item reads, "Appointed advisory board member added to the 

board  . . . position is to be an advisor to the board and 

institutional memory". 

Does this mean that the person in the new position will 

provide advice and institutional memory to the board or that he/

she will provide advice to the board and to some entity known as 

institutional memory?   

                                                                                  - Sue Klinger 

Response from the Board: 

Hi Sue,  

The appointed member will provide advice only to the board, 

there is no other entity involved. The position was created as a 

good opportunity to ease transitions between larger changes in 

board members. Thanks for reaching out! 

                                                         - Jarrod Overson, President 

Letters to the Editor 

Images from the RG—Award Winners 

Photos Courtesy of iCrew  

Digital Productions.   

 

Photographed by Kathryn 

Matteotti, Rick Lakin  

and Brian Antoniszyn.  
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RG Candid Photos 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
board@sandiegomensa.org 

PRESIDENT Jarrod Overson 
president@sandiegomensa.org 

VICE PRESIDENT Geoffrey Taylor 
vicepresident@sandiegomensa.org 

SECRETARY Matthew Brady 
secretary@sandiegomensa.org 

TREASURER Margie Bowles 
treasurer@sandiegomensa.org 

ACTIVITIES OFFICER Benjamin Walker 
activities@sandiegomensa.org 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER TBD 

development@sandiegomensa.org 

MEMBER SERVICES OFFICER Dave Bowles 
(619) 443-5849  
memberservices@sandiegomensa.org 
 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

ARCHIVIST Norma Posy 
CREATIVE uRGe CHAIR LaRae Bakerink 
entries@creative-urge.org 

DATABASE COORDINATOR LaRae Bakerink 
(858) 602-2494 database@sandiegomensa.org 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Garrison “Bud” Klueck 
editor@sandiegomensa.org 

GIFTED CHILDREN COORDINATOR Victoria Fogg 
giftedchild@sandiegomensa.org 

MENSA WORLDCONNECT Barbara Lytle 
(619) 475-3609, BarbaraL8@juno.com 

OMBUDSMAN Bud Klueck 
(619) 660-0809, ombudsman@sandiegomensa.org 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR  
LaRae Bakerink, scholarship@sandiegomensa.org 
SIGHT Joan Johnson 
(619) 476-1738, sight@sandiegomensa.org 

SIGS OFFICER Cliff Burdick 
sig@sandiegomensa.org 

TESTING COORDINATOR LaRae Bakerink 
testcoord@sandiegomensa.org 

WEBMASTER LaRae Bakerink 
(858) 602-2494, webmaster@sandiegomensa.org 

RG COMMITTEE CHAIR LaRae Bakerink 
rgchair@sandiegomensa.org 

PROCTORS 
proctor@sandiegomensa.org 
Joan Johnson, Jillian Sorenson, 
Barbara Lytle, Maryann Castle-Donovan,  
LaRae Bakerink 

WEBSITE TEAM 
cool_new_website@sandiegomensa.org 
LaRae Bakerink, Dave Bowles, Ben Walker,  
Maureen Pflum and Jarrod Overson 

REGION 9 VICE CHAIR 
Clark Jones rvc9@us.mensa.org 

REGION 9 ASSISTANT VICE CHAIR 
LaRae Bakerink 

ACTIVITIES & SIGS 

BOARD MEETING 1st Monday 7:00 PM 

Jarrod Overson president@sandiegomensa.org 

GENERAL GATHERING First Monday of February, May,  
August  and November. activities@sandiegomensa.org 

MENSA ENTRANCE EXAM Varies, LaRae Bakerink 

testcoord@sandiegomensa.org 

SAN DIEGO MENSAN DEADLINE 5th of the month, 11:59 PM 

Bud Klueck editor@sandiegomensa.org 

CALENDAR DEADLINE 5th of the month, 11:59 PM 

Dave Bowles calendar@sandiegomensa.org 

NEWCOMERS ORIENTATION Third Friday, 7:00 PM 

NEW & OLD PARTY Third Friday, 7:30 PM 

Dave Bowles memberservices@sandiegomensa.org 

Annual Events 

BOB SIG January 1st, 1:00 PM, Bob Tutelman (858) 566-2335  

BAH! HUMBUG! A Saturday evening in January or February  

THE IDES OF ST. PATRICK A Saturday evening in March,  
Bill Plachy (760) 741-9700  

SAN DIEGO MENSA REGIONAL GATHERING Memorial Day 
Weekend www.sandiego-urge.org.  

BIVALVE BARBECUE AND BACKYARD BOOGIE  
Fourth Sunday in June, Tom and Helen Karnes (760) 754-5237  

AMERICAN MENSA ANNUAL GATHERING Weekend closest to 
July 4th ag.us.mensa.org 

HOLIDAY PARTY Second Sunday in December, 4:00 PM  
Richard Lederer and Simone van Egeren (858) 549-6788 

Monthly Events 
BAGEL BRUNCH Second Sunday,10:00 AM,  
Charles L. Short (760) 741-8382 

BI-COUNTY CROQUET, CRUMPETS AND TEA, 3:00 PM  
Third Sunday, 4:00 PM, Kristine Calitri 949-488-3707 

FIRST FRIDAY FUN  
First Friday, 5:00 PM, Bill Plachy, (760) 741-9700  

GAMES NIGHT  
Second Saturday, Ralph Baty (858) 453-3358 

GEN X / GEN Y SIG Second Friday, Ben Walker  
(619) 871-8895 or join http://tinyurl.com/SDYoungMs 

POKER NIGHT Last Friday, 7:00 PM  
Donovan Meyers donovan@mail.com (858) 761-6557 

SEE A MOVIE WITH BONNI & SUE Third Tuesday Evening   
Sue Klinger (858) 450-5228 and Bonni Cogan (760) 767-4339  
SHARP WOMEN  
First Saturday, 2:00 PM, Adina Sobo (619) 281-6276 

Weekly Events 

BRIDGE Tuesday, 7:00 PM  Ralph Baty (858) 453-3358  

KEARNY MESA LUNCH Thursday, 11:45 AM   
Bob Tutelman (858) 566-2335  

FRIDAY LUNCH Friday, 11:30 AM   
Walt Thomas (619) 465-5416 

CYCLING FOR FUN & FITNESS Saturday, 8:30 AM  
Bruce Stromko (619) 365-5422 
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Inside this month: 

 

Photos, award winners, and stories from 

the San Diego Regional Gathering. 

 
 

 

Reminder: If you have not yet renewed your Mensa membership, 

do it now. Don’t miss out on news, events, fun, and interesting 

conversation. 


